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Conference Dinﬂo

Take this sheet along to your next traditional conference...

dick swinging
thinly veiled as
passive-aggression

senior academic asks

PhD student
presenter when the
conference food
arrives

someone’s more of
\ a comment tha‘n a
| question...
| lasts longer than the
presentation itsell

vegan dessert option

is a fruit salad

so much text on a
slide it could be a

whole article

senior academic
who only attends
conference drinks

vegan conference
dinner option is a

salad

name-drops
theorist they
clearly have not
read

:onference is held in
~ a beautiful city
(but it's actually an
hour away from
the windowless
university room
you re stuck in)

gluten-free dessert
option is a fruit
salad

breaks getting
cancelled/shortened
because of speakers

going overtime

more than two

people show up to
last session

vegetarian lunch
option is a salad

chair of the panel
acting like they are
speaking on the

panel

less of a micro, and
more like a Maecro-
aggression

gluten-free lunch
option is a salad

speaker
disrespectfully
cutting into other
speakers’ time by
going overtime

junior researcher who
did the work isn't at
the conference, but is

generously mentioned

in a footnote

makes a comment
during “small
talk™ which would
be a clear HR
violation

having your seventh
coffee of the day




Tasked with organising a conference for postgraduate
researchers, we asked ourselves
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lost opportunities
isolation
exclusion =







Abstracts.
conundrum in your research.










As mentioned in the event descriptor, the struggle street exercise is designed to
disrupt some of the conventional assumptions and practices of standard
conference presentations. We wanted to move away from the performative,
defensive and non-interactive nature of traditional paper panels. A desire to
create a more open, vulnerable space underpinned our request for applicants to
submit a research ambignity for discussion. Interestingly, we found many
applications read like traditional conference paper abstracts — this communicated
to us that we needed to be even more disruptive to break habituated practices.

In response, we decided to group participants by ambiguities we could see peeking
through the abstracts. The exercise itself will focus on drawing out the contours
of the assigned ambiguity — how the tension resonates in your group, defining the
specifics of the competing considerations, even the emotions that accompany
occupying that space of uncertainty. Importantly, unlike traditional spaces where
you are expected to present an answer or solution, the point of the exercise will be
to stay and map out this space of ambiguity.




| Here is what vou need to know about the struggle street parties:

+ Before the event, identify something in another participant's abstract that
resonates with you,

» You will be given five minutes to speak to how your ambiguity relates to
the theme, and the aspect of someone else’s ambiguity that resonated with | |
you (they don't need to be connected).

« To facilitate active listening, this activity will take the form of a talking
circle and participants will speak only when they are holding the talking
s |

‘ e Time keeping will be strict! This is to keep the discussion ec uitable and

| moving along (but don't worry, the groups are small and the speaking time
short, so the talking piece will come back to you in no time).

« The aim is to define the contours of the ambiguity; resist the urge to present
solutions and be prepared to embrace a degree of discomfort, —
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People liked that there were opportunities to genuinely
engage with each other - even saying they wished there
was more time to interact with the other groups

, There was a general sense that attendees could be

themselves and embrace the vulnerability and ambiguity
that comes with bringing one's whole self to interactions
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In fact, as organisers, we really could have
done more to set up the event to make the
most of these genuine engagements and
spaces of vulnerability.

£

1 —
4 ) ta/#~-
B )|, . bl
m}0\ ‘M
% ukwrabl -
conAe) ord
e/r\cb\)‘“)ﬂed' /K
Al
NI L
{%\“\) \Omm Q\Q[)()V\
\< C ) >/
D

..........

The authors want to thank:
Society of Legal Scholars for providing
funding that allowed us to cover travel,
accommodation (and if required, childcare)

) Sfor the attendees

Gender and Law at Durham (GLAD) and
Durham Centre for Academic Development
(DCAD) for additional funding and support

Most of all we want to thank all the
attendees whose enthusiastic participation in
our experimental (anti)conference made it
the wonderful day it was!
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